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seventeenth-century writer that " many a poor weaver sits
at his loom from four in the morning till eight, nine, ten at
night, but to get seven, eight or ten shillings a week for a
livelihood"1. In the middle of the eighteenth century
fourteen hours, including meals, constituted a normal
working day, while some weavers toiled as much as fifteen
or sixteen hours a day2. At Witney, in Oxfordshire,
weavers ' in brisk times' worked from four in the morning
to eight at night3. A Wiltshire weaver told a parliamentary
committee, which was investigating the conditions of the
woollen industry in 1803, that " in winter we work as much
by the candle as by daylight. I have worked from five to
seven at night in winter, and from four to nine in summer ",
that is, fourteen hours a day in winter, seventeen in summer.
He was asked:
" How long would you be able to do that ? —As long as
God Almighty gives me strength.
" But He will not give you more strength than your
frame was originally intended for ?—I have done it for
years.
" Do others do that ?—I hardly know anybody but
what does; the greatest part of the inhabitants do
that "4.
The hours of labour were not only long but also ir-
writ. regular. In frosty weather weaving was at a standstill, for
if the yarn were dressed, or sized as it was called, on a very
cold day it spoilt in the drying 5; and " in very hot dry
weather they cannot make a piece of cloth from Spanish
wool so good in appearance by nearly two shillings a yard " 6.
Again, some weavers were addicted to intemperance and
their freedom from control gave them the means of indul-
gence whenever they pleased. The result of a drinking bout
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